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December 22nd, 2019 

Born for You a Savior 
Luke 2:1-20 

 

BIBLE IN A YEAR READING PLAN 

Dec 15  1 Timothy 1-6  Dec 16  2 Timothy 1-4 

Dec 17  Titus-Philemon  Dec 18  Hebrews 1-6 

Dec 19  Hebrews 7-10  Dec 20  Hebrews 11-13 

Dec 21 James 1-5  Dec 22  1 Peter 1-5 
  

Lesson Idea:  God orchestrated the birth of His Son to 

fulfill prophecy, to declare His good will to mankind, and 

to start the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

Luke 2:1-7  (NASB)  A Royal Decree  

1 Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar 

Augustus, that a census be taken of all the inhabited earth. 2 

This was the first census taken while Quirinius was governor 

of Syria. 3 And everyone was on his way to register for the 

census, each to his own city. 4 Joseph also went up from 

Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of 

David which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the 

house and family of David, 5 in order to register along with 

Mary, who was engaged to him, and was with child. 6 While 

they were there, the days were completed for her to give 

birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she 

wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because 

there was no room for them in the inn. 

Explore 

• V 1-3. What details are given about the census, and 

why are they significant? 

• V 4-5. Why did Joseph and Mary go to Bethlehem? 

• V 6. What does it mean that “the days were completed 

for her to give birth?” 

• v 7. What significance is drawn from the circumstances 

of Jesus’ birth? 

Notes:   

    Once again, God demonstrated His sovereignty over the 

nations. Even though the census decree was issued by the 

Roman government, it served an eternal purpose from the 

Most High King. Centuries before Jesus was born, the Word 

of God prophesied that the Messiah would be born in 

Bethlehem (see Micah 5:2). The Roman Caesar wanted a 

count of his citizenry, probably with the purpose of raising 

more money through taxation, but God used the decree to 

confirm His Word in the birth of Jesus the Christ. Since 

Joseph was of David’s royal lineage, the census forced he 

and Mary to travel at this late stage of pregnancy the 90 

miles of grueling terrain to get to Bethlehem. 

    The names mentioned in the first two verses also help to 

date the time of His birth and establish the historical fact of 

Jesus’ birth. And though this particular census is not 

mentioned by Roman or Jewish historians, others like it are 

mentioned. In addition, at the time Luke’s gospel was 

written, it would have been easy to fact check, but none of 

the early opponents of Christianity tried to deny the 

occurrence of this taxation (see Leon Morris, Luke, Tyndale 

Bible Commentary).  

    Verse 6 says that the days were completed for her to give 

birth—a common phrase meaning that her time of 

pregnancy was over. It is interesting to note that the word 

for completed often means fulfilled. Not only were the days 

of Mary’s pregnancy completed, but the Word of God 

through the prophets were being fulfilled (compare 

Galatians 4:4-5 – But when the fullness of time came, God 

sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, so 

that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that 

we might receive the adoption as sons).  

    Jesus was born in humble circumstances and laid in a 

manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

The Anointed One for whom the nation of Israel had prayed 

finally arrived, and no one had room for Him. This raises a 

very pointed question for us—with all the busyness and 

priorities of our lives, do we seldom leave room for Jesus? 

And even if we do make room for Jesus, does He receive 

the priority and honor in our lives that He deserves as the 

King of Kings and Lord of Lords, or is He relegated to the 

leftovers and wherever we might can fit Him in? 

 

Luke 2: 8-14  (NASB)  An Angelic Proclamation  

8 In the same region there were some shepherds staying out 

in the fields and keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 

And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and 

the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were 

terribly frightened. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be 

afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which 

will be for all the people; 11 for today in the city of David 

there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 

12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 

cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there 

appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth peace among men with whom He is 

pleased.” 

Explore 

• V 8. Why would shepherds be the first to hear about 

Jesus’ birth? 

• V 9. What is the description of the angel of the Lord, 

and how did the shepherds react? How would you have 

reacted? 

• V 10. How would this proclamation bring great joy for 

all the people? 

• V 11. What is significant about the names for Jesus: 

Savior... Christ... the Lord? 
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• V 11-12. Who did the angel say the Savior had been 

born for, and why? How were they to find Him? 

• V 13-14. Why does God deserve all praise? 

Notes:   

    Although the Bible does not tell us why the shepherds 

were the first to hear about the birth of Jesus, there are 

several reasons given historically: 1. Shepherds were one of 

the lowest socio-economic classes of their day, which 

emphasizes the fact that Jesus came for all people from the 

lowest to the highest. The visit of the wise men with their 

expensive gifts also seems to reinforce the idea that Jesus 

came for the rich and poor, the Jew and the non-Jew (see 

Galatians 3:28). 2. Shepherds hearing first seems 

appropriate as well, because Jesus was coming to be the 

Good Shepherd (see John 10) and came as the eternal heir 

to King David’s throne—the same David who was also born 

in Bethlehem and began his life as a shepherd. 3. Historians 

also maintain that the sacrificial lambs used in the Temple 

worship were often pastured in Bethlehem (Leon Morris, 

Luke). It is a beautiful thought that the keepers of the 

sacrificial flock would be the first to see the perfect Lamb of 

God, who would provide the ultimate sacrifice for all 

mankind’s sins. 

    The angel of the Lord appeared suddenly in the night and 

the glory of the Lord shone around them. It was such an 

awesome sight that they were filled with terror (literally 

the Greek would read “they feared with great fear”). The 

angel brought a message of good news. The Greek word 

used for good news is the word from which we get the 

words evangelism and evangelize and is often translated in 

English as the word Gospel. This is the first proclamation of 

the Gospel—that Jesus came to bring joy to all people by 

being the Savior, Christ the Lord. He is called Savior, 

because He would pay the price with His own blood 

through His death on the cross to provide forgiveness of 

sins. He is called Christ, because He is the Anointed One, 

the Chosen One sent from God to be the Messiah and 

Deliverer of His people. He is called Lord, because He has all 

authority over mankind, and salvation comes only as we die 

to ourselves and receive His rule over our lives. 

    The angel told the shepherds that Jesus had “been born 

for you.” This was a very personal statement showing that 

the God of the Universe knew these shepherds as 

individuals, even though they were considered as outcasts 

and virtually invisible in their own society. What great 

comfort to know that God cares for the lowly and provides 

even for their salvation. Christmas should remind us that 

no matter how we are viewed by others or even by 

ourselves, God knows us, God cares for us, God provides 

for us, God is with us. The angel told the shepherds how to 

find Jesus, and the Gospel we proclaim should tell people 

today how to come to Him as well (see John 15:6; Acts 

4:12). 

     The angel was joined by a multitude of the heavenly 

host, a phrase which does not imply necessarily a choir as 

we sometimes think, but more like an army of magnificent, 

spiritual soldiers of the Lord. Leon Morris notes how 

paradoxical it is for an army to come declaring peace. Their 

proclamation is most familiar from the King James Version: 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 

toward men.” Many people have thought that it implied 

that Christmas should be a time when we show good will 

toward each other (and that should be true every day). But 

the phrase really means that God has given peace to us and 

has shown us that He has good will toward mankind by 

sending His Son to become a man in order to save us from 

our sin sickness. God deserves all the praise and glory, 

because He did what He alone could do to provide for our 

peace through Jesus Christ our Lord (see Romans 5:10-11; 2 

Corinthians 5:19-20; Ephesians 2:14-16; Colossians 1:20) 

 

Luke 2:15-20  (NASB)  A Wonder-Full Testimony 

15 When the angels had gone away from them into heaven, 

the shepherds began saying to one another, “Let us go 

straight to Bethlehem then, and see this thing that has 

happened which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they 

came in a hurry and found their way to Mary and Joseph, and 

the baby as He lay in the manger. 17 When they had seen 

this, they made known the statement which had been told 

them about this Child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at 

the things which were told them by the shepherds. 19 But 

Mary treasured all these things, pondering them in her heart. 

20 The shepherds went back, glorifying and praising God for 

all that they had heard and seen, just as had been told them. 

Explore 

• V 15-16. How did the shepherds respond to the angelic 

message? 

• V 17-18. What did the shepherds do after finding the 

Child? How did people respond to their testimony? 

• V 19. Why did Mary treasure and ponder these things? 

• V 20. How did the experience affect the shepherds? 

Notes:   

    The shepherds went immediately to find the Christ Child 

after hearing the angel’s message. After they had seen Him, 

they testified to anyone who would listen about the 

marvelous angelic visitation and the revelation of the good 

news, the Gospel of Jesus Christ. People responded with 

awe and wonder. Mary counted it all as a precious 

treasure. And the shepherds became evangelists and 

worshipped God, because it was and still is an amazing 

truth—as the Apostle John would later express it—that God 

the Son became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld 

His glory, glory as of the Only Begotten from the Father, full 

of grace and truth (John 1:14). How will you testify of this 

amazing truth during this Christmas season? 

Bro Stan 


